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The members of the Macedonia Baptist Church created the Bethesda African Cemetery Coalition (BACC)
seven years ago. Made up of volunteers and racial justice campaigners, BACC fights to stop Moses
Cemetery from being desecrated. Many early inhabitants of western and central Africa are interred in the
Moses Cemetery, a graveyard on River Road. Many residents of these regions were abducted and forced
to work in plantation homes–abused and subjected to severe treatment that led to the tragic, early death of
many children.

Because the Montgomery County Planning Board intended to continue development, they contacted
members of the Macedonia Baptist Church. Though they sought to meet and acquire their consent to the
construction, Marsha Coleman Adebayo–the current president and first lady of the Macedonia Baptist
Church–reveals that she had a troubling gut feeling that the planning board was not being completely
honest. Initially, many people weren’t convinced that the cemetery existed, assuming it was merely a
legend. Dr. Coleman-Adebayo, however, realized there was a cemetery that needed protection. This led to
the establishment of BACC.

According to Dr. Coleman-Adebayo, the BACC mission is to "correct the history of the region as River
Road as a place of mass murder" and to demonstrate the power of community organizations in making a
significant difference. Since there was initial skepticism regarding the cemetery's existence, she thinks
that one of BACC's greatest contributions has been educating. BACC wants to bring the neighborhood
together and find a solution.

For the members of the Macedonia Baptist Church, Moses Cemetery is a precious place. It's one of the
few traces of the thriving black population that formerly inhabited River Road. Racist laws and
developers drove out residents, but their existence should not be forgotten. BACC wants to honor the
neighborhood and persuade the county to halt building. They wish to preserve this sacred area and
establish a museum to serve as a historical reminder.

BACC has achieved remarkable success in its fight and movement since its founding in 2016. It has been
successful in stopping the building and expansion, winning two legal battles, implementing curriculum
and developing lessons into certain private schools as well as Montgomery County Public Schools, as
well as taking on powerful political figures concerning this ongoing issue.


