
Desecration: Looking the Other Way is Not an Option

A letter from Ben Cohen, co-founder of Ben and Jerry’s

In October of this year I came to Washington, D.C. to add my voice to the

many thousands who had gathered worldwide to speak in solidarity with

Julian Assange, to denounce his persecution, and to stand for the principles

of freedom of the press and free speech. Among the speakers outside of the

Department of Justice, one woman spoke passionately about these issues

and another which is dear to her heart.

That woman was Dr. Marsha Coleman-Adebayo. She was speaking from her

experience of having blown the whistle on corruption and structural racism

within the Environmental Protection Agency. Having won an historic lawsuit

in court, she led the movement to enact the first whistleblower protection and

civil rights legislation of the 21st Century, the NoFear Act, signed into law by

President George W. Bush. Years later, as the first lady of Macedonia Baptist

Church, her church has had to witness the looting and desecration of their

ancestors' graves by local government and private developers.

The Coalition has mounted legal battles, put their bodies on the line, and

worked tirelessly to educate their community about this atrocity. They wish to

memorialize their ancestors and build a site of historic memory, a museum,

and an education space for those to learn about the stolen lives and theft of

land resulting in intergenerational poverty on River Road. Beginning in the

1600s, trafficked Africans had been enslaved in Maryland, first in tobacco

fields, and after the TransAtlantic Slave routes were shut down in 1807 the

emphasis for slavers in Maryland turned to producing more human beings

through forced pregnancies of young girls in breeding camps. A large



percentage of these little girls died in childbirth and their tender bodies

dumped into what is referred to as old Moses. No one thought it was

important enough to record their names and their numbers. Old Moses

Cemetery is a burial ground of children.

We have seen similar desecrations before: in Serbia, Rwanda, Burundi, and

the Nazi desecration of Jewish graves. These atrocities are always

facilitated by governing bodies that issue permits to the desecrating parties.

The very thought is repugnant.

BACC has won two court rulings to prevent the sale of the cemetery, but a

federally funded agency is appealing the rulings using taxpayer dollars.

I stand with BACC in its noble struggle to stop the desecration of Moses

Macedonia African Cemetery and to preserve the history of River Road and

other communities that have faced desecration. Dr Martin Luther King Jr.

said, “He who passively accepts evil is as much involved in it as he who

helps to perpetrate it. He who accepts evil without protesting against it is

really cooperating with it.” Looking the other way can not be an option for a

civilized society.

Black Lives Matter in Life and Death.

Signed,

Ben Cohen

Co-Founder of Ben & Jerry’s

Founder of Stamp Stampede


