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Cemetery Activists Fear For Their Lives:
Maryland-National Capital Park Police Call For a Massacre.

Bethesda, MD – The Bethesda African Cemetery Coalition community is reeling after
learning that Maryland-National Capital Park Police are calling for the killing of Black
Lives Matter Activists.

The Coalition learned about these threats through a lawsuit filed by a former Capital
Park Police officer. The suit alleges that police made racist, hateful and offensive
comments on a group text chain that was used to discuss work assignments and other
business. The officer says in his federal lawsuit that his fellow officers talked about
preparing for a “race war,” and expressed hope that Black Lives Matter protesters would
be killed. They compared Black people to deer and made dehumanizing remarks about
LGBTQ, Black, Asian, and Jewish community members. They called for the purchasing
of ammunition which we believe is in anticipation for a potential massacre if Maryland,
County, and Federal government officials do not act.

In response to the suit, BACC President Marsha Coleman-Adebayo responded, “It is
clear that Montgomery County Parks officers were and could still be motivated to
commit a massacre against anyone demanding equity and justice for Black community
members. To ensure the safety of Bethesda African Cemetery Coalition members and
community allies, it is absolutely necessary that the cemetery land owned and currently
being desecrated by Parks & Planning be returned to the descendent community.”



BACC is also demanding that all political leadership speak out against the Parks and
Planning department and demand the immediate resignation of Michael Riley, Director
of Maryland-National Capital Parks and Planning.

“If this land remains in the hands of an agency which has been unable to prevent white
supremacists from holding positions of leadership, those fighting to defend this sacred
land are in immediate danger,” Dr. Coleman-Adebayo said.

According to Rev. (Dr.) Segun Adebayo, pastor at Macedonia Baptist Church and a
leader in BACC, “By invoking eminent domain, County Executive Marc Elrich has the
power to return Moses Cemetery back to the descendent community, thus transferring
the land away from an agency that has actively conspired to kill Elrich’s constituents.”

“For years,” Adebayo said, “the BACC has demanded that Elrich invoke eminent
domain, but it has never been more clear that returning the land to Macedonia Baptist
Church could save lives. If this is not done, it is clear that Elrich is willing to sacrifice his
constituents to police terror in service of white supremacy. The choice is simple.”

“Under Riley’s leadership,” Coleman-Adebayo said, “the Parks and Planning
department has overseen the desecration of Moses Cemetery. When Bethesda African
Cemetery Coalition protesters were targeted by far right groups in 2020, Riley did
nothing. When earlier this year Moses Cemetery was littered with toilet paper and dirty
mattresses in an act of hatred, Riley did nothing. Given his track record of permitting
such hate, the Bethesda African Cemetery Coalition community does not feel that Riley
is capable of protecting the lives of residents.”

“Furthermore, Riley has failed time and time again to defend the rights and dignity of
Black and working people in Montgomery County. He has consistently worked to
undermine the demands of coalition members and the Black descendent community”,
she said, “He does not serve the people and must be immediately removed.”

The Coalition believes that these are just the first of many steps that could help ensure
their safety and the safety of community members. Given these events, BACC will be
mobilizing the community to demand government officials act to gurantee the public’s
safety from racist police terror. The Coalition will be holding a rally in front of the
Maryland-National Capital Parks and Planning Commission this Wednesday, March
30th at 12:00 noon.


