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Mia Carmel

From: Mia Carmel <carmel.mia@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, January 19, 2022 11:22 AM

To: Mia Carmel

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Fwd: Press release from our conference

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: David Ward <dward546@gmail.com> 
Date: Sun, Oct 31, 2021 at 8:40 PM 
Subject: Press release from our conference 
To:  

Dear Beloveds, 

Here is a press release from the conference that we issued for tomorrow: 

For immediate release
November 1, 2021

Contact: Marsha Coleman Adebayo (240) 731-9577 or David Ward (202) 997-1112

Marylanders Must Organize To Save 
Bethesda’s  Moses African Cemetery,
MoCo Delegate Tells Its Defenders 

BETHESDA, MD: Marylanders must organize to exert their power to protect African 
cemeteries from developers in Montgomery County and across the state, warns Del. 
Gabriel Acevero.
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He called on the Montgomery County delegation in Annapolis and the legislature’s 
Black Caucus to “get engaged in what is going on right here in Montgomery County,” at 
a conference held Saturday by the Bethesda African Cemetery Coalition on Stolen 
Black Lands, Desecrated Burial Grounds and Healing from MA’AFA (Swahilli for 
holocaust)*.

Acevero remains alone among state officials in congratulating the BACC on winning a 
recent preliminary injunction against a developer trying to sell the land that contains the 
Moses African Cemetery.

“Too often we think that because we live in a ‘progressive’ enclave in the suburbs of 
Washington, DC,” he said, “that things like this don’t take place. But it is very much 
happening. And so, we have to organize ourselves.

“We have come together today,” said BACC President Marsha Coleman Adebayo, “to 
fight for power, power  over our lives, power over the remains of our ancestors, power 
over the desecration of our land, the power to stop developers from stealing our land, 
the power to stop the police from killing our children and our husbands, the power to 
take the demand of reparations from the unimaginable to the inevitable.”

Acevero assured the conference, “I will continue to stand in solidarity with the BACC, 
to ensure that we are doing what is right by our ancestors.” More importantly, he said, 
“It’s about not prioritizing profit and the wishes of developers, but rather what is right by 
those who are buried there.”

And more broadly, he said, “it’s about a system that denies the dignity and humanity of 
oppressed people, but particularly, Africans.” Acevero recalled that colonial Maryland 
provided the first law that insisted, “No person of African descent will benefit from the 
rights of white society,” which became a model for the Slave Codes used in other 
states.

“And so,” he said, “the fight that the BACC is engaged in is not just a just one, but one 
that requires all of us coming together.”

*See the entire conference here.
###

David
202.997.1112
he/him/his/we/us/our

If you have come to help me, you are wasting your time. But if you have come because your liberation is bound 
up with mine, then let us work together.

Aboriginal activists group, Queensland, 1970s, from Lila Watson 


